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Intentions

• Provide an opportunity to collaborate 
with colleagues

• Consider your ELPATS Class Summary
• Explore ways you can target instruction 

to specific phoneme awareness 
elements



ELPATS Class 
Summary



Turn & Talk

• Make a group of 2-3 and 
introduce yourselves!

• Discuss your Class 
Summary.  What did you 
notice?  Were there any 
surprises?  Do you see 
any natural groupings of 
students?





Phonemic Awareness Curriculum



Making the Most of Heggerty Workshop Recording

https://surreyschoolsone.ca/teachers/literacy/all-literacy-resources/post.php?permalink=heggerty-phonemic-awareness-resources


• As a general rule of 
thumb, if about half or 
more of the class is not 
showing mastery of a skill, 
whole-group instruction 
will be most efficient.

• If ten or fewer students 
need support with a skill, 
it's likely that small groups 
will be more 
efficient.                                   
(p. 60, Shifting the Balance, by Jan 
Burkins & Kari Yates)

Small Group or Whole Group?





Initial & Final
Phoneme 

Isolation



Phoneme Isolation using the children’s names in the classroom
Phonemic Awareness  is easy and engaging to teach with children’s names (here is an 

example)
Extension: Can move to a center activity with name cards with images

From: Fall Phonemic Awareness Songs & Rhymes - Kimberly Jordano and Trisha Callella



What is the 
First/Last Sound 
in Your Name?



Listen for 
the Last 
Sound



Simran Afsan Denis



2,3,4 Phoneme 
Segmentation 

& Blending





Try it out!

1. Can you guess my secret word? 
(hide card & make sounds in 
word)

2. That's right, (model segmented 
and blended)

3. Allow student to try segmenting 
and blending while touching dots.

4. Let your partner try one.



Guess My 
Secret Word







Phoneme Blending - Learning about the seasons - Spring images

Teacher : I am going to look at the picture and say the sounds in a “mystery word” you have to blend those sounds together to tell 
me the word. Ready…  
- lllll eeee ffff and see what word we get - leaf
- p-i-n-k What word do you hear?  Pink
You can take vocabulary words from different subject areas like math, social, and science to teach all the PA skills - 
Using images in another layer of support for the students



Make it a Song!

The sounds in my word are c/a/t, c/a/t c/a/t
The sounds in my word are c/a/t
What is my word?

*sing to the tune of "The Wheels on the Bus"









To put it simply, phonemic 
awareness instruction is 
more effective when letters 
are involved. The National 
Reading Panel stated that 
“teaching children to 
manipulate phonemes using 
letters produced bigger 
effects than teaching 
without letters.
(National Reading Panel, 2000, p.2-4).

This does not mean that 
phonemic awareness without 
letters is ineffective, but that 
incorporating letters as much 
and as soon as possible gives us 
the largest impact.



Word Chains























Try it out!
• Find the items shown to the right.

• Choose a Word Chain List and tell 
your partner what letters are 
needed.

• Review letter names and letter 
sounds.

• Try giving decoding and encoding 
instructions.



Follow Up 
Word 
Chains with 
Dictation

This helps students transfer 
new learning to writing.





Download 
and print 
your own 

here!

https://surreyschoolsone.ca/teachers/literacy/all-literacy-resources/post.php?permalink=printable-letter-cards
https://surreyschoolsone.ca/teachers/literacy/all-literacy-resources/post.php?permalink=printable-letter-cards
https://surreyschoolsone.ca/teachers/literacy/all-literacy-resources/post.php?permalink=printable-letter-cards
https://surreyschoolsone.ca/teachers/literacy/all-literacy-resources/post.php?permalink=printable-letter-cards


Segmenting 
Game

Use with students who 
can confidently 
segment 2 sounds and 
are working on 3 or 4 
sound segmentation



Formative Assessment



Formative Assessment





Infusing Phonemic 
Awareness Across 

Subject Areas



https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/res
ource/buac18-k2-sci-ess-
skypatterns/sky-patterns-sun-moon-
and-stars/

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/buac18-k2-sci-ess-skypatterns/sky-patterns-sun-moon-and-stars/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/buac18-k2-sci-ess-skypatterns/sky-patterns-sun-moon-and-stars/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/buac18-k2-sci-ess-skypatterns/sky-patterns-sun-moon-and-stars/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/buac18-k2-sci-ess-skypatterns/sky-patterns-sun-moon-and-stars/


Parts of a plant

Have the vocabulary words 
written on cue cards

Can you point to the part of 
the plant that begins with 
the sound /s/ and ends with 
the sound /s/
If the child points to the 
stem, you can stretch s t e 
m.. and say Stem begins 
with 's' and ends 'm'
What else begins with /s/
If they point to the seeds, 
give a high five, say, yes, it is 
"seeds" and give them the 
cue card to place on seeds.



This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

https://researchparent.com/chicka-chicka-boom-boom/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Exploration


